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Mary



Oh yes, there are those incidental meetings 
that spark something unexpected, so-
mething surprising and gratifying. It began 
with a phone call at the end of April 2018. 
Dorothee Deimann told me about an exhi-
bition in a gallery called KunstraumRhein 
in Dornach, about a “Mariological Cycle” by 
an Italian artist. Maybe that would be so-
mething for Mariastein. The paintings would 
soon be taken down, so I had to come see 
them as soon as possible, if…
I drove there the same day. I saw, I heard 
(for the first time) of Stella Radicati. I imme-
diately liked her paintings, as they seemed 
tangible and contemporary, as their motives 
from the life of Mary were so familiar, yet 
strange to me at the same time. Graceful 
and beautiful, bulky and provocative, rich in 
references to the great Italian masters. 
There was a rare opportunity to see Mary 
with different eyes; to invite her to a dialo-
gue with the pilgrims, with our monastery’s 
church, to convey beauty as solace. In the 
Song of Solomon it says: “Tota pulchra es, 
Maria – “You are totally beautiful, Mary”. I 
wonder if that is true?             
              Abt Peter von Sury

The series was realized within a year by pen-
cil on wood. 
This technique is elegant and sophisticated 
and perfectly matches the themes, however 
it requires a lot of finesse and a lot of work. 
The faces of my loved ones inspired me, so 
the whole history seems more current and 
closer to the viewer. The protagonists are re-
cognizable as men and women of our time.

After a number of experiences exhibiting 
my work, this series is an important step in 
my development as an artist. These twelve 
works encourage me to continue my creative 
journey by widening the thematic choice. We 
will see what the future holds! 
      Stella Radicati

I have already worked with sacred themes 
before: I took part in three master studies in 
sacred art and in 2010 I exhibited my works 
about the life of Saint Benedict in a joint 
exhibition in Scopoli. 
The mariological cycle is my first complete 
series on a religious topic. With this theme 
I want to present a new vision of Marys life 
as a woman - in a contemporary manner. A 
female perspective which connects with her 
holiness. We look at Mary as the chosen one 
who has a passive role in the nativity of Jesus 
Christ. Instead, I see how Mary herself choses 
and accepts that role of being the mother of 
Christ, even though she is aware of the suf-
fering it will lead to when she eventually has 
to see her son being crucified. 
She is strong and aware, a woman who 
replies to the angel : Ecce Ancilla Domini; be-
hold the handmaid of the Lord!
In my paintings, Mary expresses all of her 
humanity. She shares the joy of motherhood 
with her cousin Elizabeth, experiences the 
emotions of her sons birth and - as every 
refugee - the flight (Escape to Egypt). But 
most of all she suffers the loss of her son, ne-
vermind the knowledge of his resurrection. 

Stella Radicati was born in 1985 in Italy. 
2009 she completed her Master course at 
the Academy of Visual Arts in Carrara. 
Subsequently the foundation «Stauros per 
l’Arte  Sacra   Contemporanea» chose  her to  
partake in different courses on topics such 
as the perfection of ecclesiastical art, among 
others.
Between 2010 and 2011 she conceptuali-
zed and realized an exhibition called «Con-
tempAnticArte» in Viterbo, where she com-
pared antique art to contemporary art in a 
number of churches which are part of the 
«Fondo Edifici di Culto».
In 2014 the association «Walfer Kultur-
schapp» invited her to the «Atelier Walfer-
dange» in Luxembourg, an artists residence 
which is sponsored and supported by the 
Ministry of Culture. 
Currently she is teaching history of art at the 
association «Dante Alighieri Luxembourg» 
and is an associated lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Luxembourg (cadre de la Formation 
continue en Langue, Culture et Société Itali-
ennes).

www.works.io/stella-radicati

The Cycle of paintings How beautiful You are! Biography of the artist



The Marriage of the Virgin
Protoevangelium of James

And when she was twelve years old there was held a 
council of the priests, saying: “Behold, Mary has reached 
the age of twelve years in the temple of the Lord. What 
then shall we do with her, lest perchance she defile the 
sanctuary of the Lord?” (…)  
And behold an angel of the Lord stood by him, saying 
unto him: ”Zacharias, Zacharias, go out and assemble 
the widowers of the people, and let them bring each his 
rod; and to whomsoever the Lord shall show a sign, his 
wife shall she be.” 
They went away to the high priest, taking with them 
their rods. And he, taking the rods of all of them, ente-
red into the temple, and prayed; and having ended his 
prayer, he took the rods and came out, and gave them 
to them: but there was no sign in them, and Joseph took 
his rod last; and, behold, a dove came out of the rod, and 
flew upon Joseph‘s head. And the priest said to Joseph, 
“Thou hast been chosen by lot to take into thy keeping 
the virgin of the Lord.”

The Presentation of Mary
Protoevangelium of James

And the child was two years old, and Joachim said: Let 
us take her up to the temple of the Lord, that we may 
pay the vow that we have vowed. 
And the priest received her, and kissed her, and bles-
sed her, saying: “The Lord has magnified thy name in 
all generations. In thee, on the last of the days, the 
Lord will manifest His redemption to the sons of Is-
rael.” 
And he set her down upon the third step of the altar, 
and the Lord God sent grace upon her; and she danced 
with her feet, and all the house of Israel loved her.

The Annunciation to Mary
Luke 1, 26 - 38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Na-
zareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be mar-
ried to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin‘s name was Mary. The angel went to her and 
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord 
is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 
with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be gre-
at and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom 
will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called 
the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

barren is in her sixth month. For no-
thing is impossible with God.” “I am 
the Lord‘s servant,” Mary answe-
red. “May it be to me as you have 
said.” Then the angel left her. 

Visitation
Luke 1,39-48

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in 
the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechari-
ah‘s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth he-
ard Mary‘s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: „Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so fa-
vored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who 
has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be 
accomplished!“ And Mary said: „My soul glorifies the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
been mindful of the humble state of his servant.



Escape to Egypt
Matthew 2, 13-15

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and 
his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the 
night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death 
of Herod. 
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

Birth of Christ
Luke 2, 1-14
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. This 
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And everyone went to their own town 
to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Gali-
lee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 
belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him 
and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. To-
day in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.”

The three Marys at the tomb
Luke, 24,1-12

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
the women took the spices they had prepared and went 
to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body 
of the Lord Jesus. 
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men 
in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 
In their fright the women bowed down with their faces 
to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with 
you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to 
the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 
raised again.”  Then they remembered his words.
When they came back from the tomb, they told all the-
se things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
others with them who told this to the apostles. 
But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and 
ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen 
lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to 
himself what had happened.

The Ascencion of Mary 
Not established in the Bible
Single reference: Revelation 12,1

And there appeared a great wonder in hea-
ven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars.

Legend: The Apostels supposedly reopened the 
grave of Mary but instead of a body, all they 
found was fragrant roses. Another legend de-
scribes that in the moment when Mary was ac-
cepted in heaven, her grave smelled wonderfully 
of herbs and flowers. 
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The complete cycle

Due to a lack of space, a selection of the overall 12 paintings with the title „Ecce ancil-
la domini“ had to be made. 

Paintings not on display :
  Adoration of the Magi
  The Wedding at Cana
  Lamentation of Christ
  The Last Judgment

Opening Hours January 5, 2019 – January 7, 2020 
  07.00 – 20.00

Admission Free 

Guided Tours  Upon request

Vernissage  Saturday, January 5, 2019 – 16.00
  Speakers : Abbot Peter von Sury
  Stella Radicati, Artist

How to get here
  

   

Dokumentation The present documentation is also available in german, french  
  and italian.
 

Informationen


